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confirm them a better subsistence (for which many of
them extremely being to complain) you disarm tw*m
of their zeal, which Is their chief artillery jinci
ammunition. In sum. New England Is to bo gamm
by either policy or force so the means be prudently
carried on." (Noted as written to Mr. Evelyn.)
The Council of Foreign Plantations also con-
cerned itself with trade matters, and with the aflmrs
of the Leeward Islands, St. Christopher's a.nc!
Barbados. The Council of Trade was incorporated
into the Council of Foreign Plantations, and Kvrlyn
was appointed to a sub-committee to examine the
laws in the West Indies. Sittings of the Council are
noted in the diary up to the end of 1674, but not later,
In James IPs reign he was nominated "OTIC of the
commissioners to execute the office of Privy Seal"
during Lord Clarendon's absence in Ireland
These varied public duties to which Evelyn was
called comprise functions which,, to-day, would full to
a Red Cross officer, the King's Assistant Private
Secretary, an official of the County Council, the
Colonial Office, the Department of Overseas Trade,
the Ministry of Transport, the Treasury, the Charity
Commission, the Privy Council, the Lord Privy Sea!
and the Office of Works. In the last; sphere (works
and buildings) he seems to have been frequently
consulted.
Five days before the great fire Evelyn was sent with
Sir Christopher Wren and other architects, the
Bishop of London and the Dean of St PauPs to
survey the decay of St. Paul's and to draw up re-
75